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P. 564. The division of those who bear sway in a democracy into three kinds: 1. the busy, bold, and active poor, who are ready to undertake and execute any thing; 2. the idle and insignificant poor, who follow the former, and serve to make a number and a noise in the popular assemblies; and 3. the middling sort who earn their bread by their labour, and have naturally little inclination to publick affairs, nor are easily brought together, but when allured by the hopes of some gain, yet, when collected, are the strongest party of all. The conversion of a demagogue into a tyrant, from necessity and from fear, the steps which he takes to attain the supreme power, the policy of tyrants, and the misery of their condition3 are excellently described.
P. 568. The accusation of the tragick poets, as inspiring a love of tyranny, and patronized by tyrants; they are encouraged also in democracies, and are little esteemed in better governments.
NOTES.
P. 566. TOP K/30K7W.]   See Herodotus, L. 1. c. 55.
567.   Bus av jn?re <pL\uv.]   Compare this description with the Hicro of Xcnophon ; it is, in almost every step, a picture of the politicks and way of life of the elder Dionysius.
568.   OVK eros T/ re Tpo/ywcJta.]   This is spoken ironically.
11). 2)o0ot Tvpawot..]   A line from, the Antigone of Euripides.
569.  Me7as ^aXucm.]    Alluding to Homer, Odyss. 12. v. 40. speaking of Achilles :
Su Se <TTpQ<paX(.yyi Koviys